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In Two Parts: JULY 23 and AUGUST 21, 2021

By Wylda Cafferata

“Doing the Work on our Working Forests” is the theme of OSWA’s annual meeting,
which is merging with the Oregon Tree Farm System’s annual meeting to form
one gigantic convention, being held over the course of two days this summer:
July 23rd and August 21st.
Part I of the Family Forest Convention will be virtual, but not your usual sit-and-take
notes-on one topic Zoom meeting. This fast-paced convention offers a keynote
address by Tom DeLuca, the new Dean of OSU’s College of Forestry, exploring
the definition of a working forest. Lauren Grand, Lane County’s energetic OSU
Forestry Extension Agent, will be master of ceremonies for four sessions: Wood,
Wildlife, Water, and Recreation, each featuring dynamic speakers focusing on
information we can use on our tree farms. Each session will be interspersed
with “door prizes” and photos from our first annual photo contest. There will be
a special Awards session where all the County Tree Farmers of the Year videos
will be shown, the 2020 State Tree Farmer of the Year announced, as well as
the winner of OSWA’s Riggin’ Slinger Award and
the Chapter Volunteers-of the Year
Awards. It will be a convention
you don’t want to miss!
Part II of the Family
Forest Convention
is a tour of the
2019
State
Tree
Farmers
of
the
Year
Gail & Gordon
Culb er t so n’s
Whitewater Forest
Tree Farm.
As currently planned,
this is an in-person event!
Of course, proper COVID
precautions will be in place. Gail &
Gordon’s beautiful Whitewater Forest is in the coast range west of Veneta.
continued on page 6
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OSWA President’s Message

The OSWA Vision
To see privately owned
family woodlands are a
thriving part of Oregon’s
landscape in 2050.

Ken Nygren

Last weekend, I had the pleasure of attending the Douglas
County in-person Tree Farmer of the Year tour at the
Rawson family forest. What an incredible well-run, wellattended and enthusiastic event! It showed the pent-up
desire to get back to learning and sharing the traditional
way – through informal conversation, demonstration, and
direct observation. Nothing beats seeing the variety of
forest types and conditions than walking into them and
sharing the questions and observations of a group of
landowners.

Our Mission
Statement
Oregon Small
Woodlands Association
shall be an
effective force in
addressing statewide
forestry issues that are
critical to family forestlandowners by:
Educating and informing
the owners of forested
tracts and the public
regarding forestry
and family forestland
management issues.
Providing a medium for
the exchange of ideas
about family forestland
by landowners, public
agencies, consultants,
and timber industry
personnel.
Serving as a forum to
make recommendations
for investigating and
solving problems, and
for improving forest
management, harvesting,
and marketing.
Representing the owners
of family forestlands to
the general public and
before legislative bodies
and regulatory agencies.

Rawson's receiving their Tree Farmer of the Year awards from Douglas Chapter President, Roy Brogden,
photo credit: Amy Jahnke, OSWA

Attending this event were two special guests from the county to the north,
Gordon and Gail Culbertson. As Oregon’s current statewide Tree Farmer of
the Year, they will be hosting their own woodland tour in August for all of us
as part of this year’s two-part combined Oregon Tree Farm and Oregon Small
Woodland Association annual meeting. Our theme is “Wood, Wildlife, Water,
and Recreation: Doing the Work on our Working Forests”. Beginning in July
with the meeting and a fascinating introduction to the Oregon Landmapper
online tool to assist family forest owners get GIS tools for developing their
management plans and activities. Details about this year’s events are in this
issue of the newsletter.
I join Scott Hayes, president of the Oregon Tree Farm System, in welcoming
you all to this year’s annual meeting and Oregon Tree Farmer of the Year tour.
It promises to be great event to get reacquainted, share ideas, and to celebrate
our mutual appreciation for forests and our families!
Oregon Small Woodlands Association • www.oswa.org
187 High St. NE, Suite 208 • Salem, OR 97301 • 503-588-1813
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Tree Farm Chair’s Message

Scott Hayes

Oregon has 1,311 ATFS certified tree farms that cover
over 722,000 acres, as reported by Certification Chair
Mike Atkinson and his most-able assistant and wife Connie
during our last Board of Directors conference call meeting.
Almost 50 additional family woodlands are in pioneer status,
which means their management plans are in the process of
meeting certification standards. The Atkinson team works
with a dedicated group of over 50 volunteer foresters who
are trained to help landowners create management plans
that meet ATFS certification standards.

Our Tree Farm
Vision

The Oregon Tree Farm System has many volunteers who serve as elected Directors
on our Board. The Directors elect a chair, chair-elect, secretary and treasurer to
serve as officers of the corporation, which is a 501(c)3 organization. Board Members
serving four-year terms are the Atkinsons, Dick Beers (Treasurer), Mike Barsotti,
Wylda and Steve Cafferata (Co-Chairs Elect), Mike Cafferata (Secretary), Clint
Bentz, Dick Courter, Gordon Culbertson, Sharon and Dean Defrees, Dave Ehlers,
David Ford, Scott Hayes (Chair), Joe Holmberg, Jeremy Norby, Dena and Darrell
Oakes, Rex Storm, Steve Vaught and Julie Woodward. Some Board Members lead
special committees. For example, Dick leads the Memorial Fund Committee and
Julie leads the Annual Meeting Committee.
Several additional volunteers represent important partner organizations. Their
organizations and their work are a key to our success. Partners include Ken Nygren,
OSWA; Seth Barnes, OFIC; Julie Woodward, OFRI; Tammy Cushing and Lauren
Grand, OSU Forestry Extension; Nate Agalzoff and Jamie Knight, ODF; Tom Agens,
Packaging Corp; Jenelle Geddes, USDA Forest Service and Parks Brigman, AFF.
Board of Directors Ask
One of the Board’s goals is to recruit members who are willing to serve four-year
terms on the Board, and for some, two-year terms as officers.
Dick Beers has been Treasurer for many years and has expressed interest that the
Board recruit a volunteer to fill this position. The Board has an opportunity to work
with Executive Director Amy Jahnke to evaluate the duties of the Treasurer during
our search. Our ask is for a tree farm member to step forward to become elected to
the Board, provide input as we refine the Treasurer duties, and serve in that position
for two years. That person could be you.

To promote the growing
of renewable forest
resources on private
lands while protecting
environmental benefits
and increasing public
understanding of all
benefits of productive
forestry

Our Mission
Statement
Help Oregon family forest
owners sustainably care
for their woodlands by:
• Raising the Tree Farm
brand profile with key
audiences.
• Increase Tree Farm
membership.
•Promote multigenerational ownership
of family forests.
• Develop stronger
partnerships to leverage
accomplishment of
mutual goals.

If you or someone you know is interested in becoming more involved in leading the
Oregon Tree Farm System, here’s a brief outline of Board member and officer duties.
continued on page 6

Oregon Tree Farm System • www.otfs.org
187 High St. NE, Suite 208 • Salem, OR 97301 • 503-588-1813
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OSWA Executive Directors Report

Amy Jahnke

My first three months as Executive Director have flown by! It has been wonderful
getting to know so many of you better during committee meetings, one-on-ones,
woods tours and other chapter events. Thank you all so much for the warm
welcome to OSWA and Tree Farm!
This newsletter is our Annual Meeting edition, and I want to take a minute to note
the importance of the theme, Wood, Wildlife, Water and Recreation: Doing the
Work in our Working Forests. Each one of you likely has a different viewpoint
regarding what it means to manage your forest land for wood, wildlife, water and
recreation. For example, some might think of managing land for wildlife habitat
to encourage certain bird species that are enjoyable to watch, while others might
encourage fowl that they can hunt. Whatever your forest management goals are,
the annual meeting has something for everyone. The fantastic slate of speakers we have lined up can
help you deepen your knowledge about each of the tenets of managing your working forest. I’m excited
for July 23rd when they share their wisdom with us and help us continue responsible stewardship of the
land.
Meeting face-to-face has been a challenge this past year, but we are hopeful for more opportunities to
meet in person as 2021 progresses. Many chapters are planning Neighbor-to-Neighbor tours, including
a really well-organized tour recently held in Douglas County on the Rawson property in Oakland that
made the front page of the local paper! And in August, we plan to continue the Annual Meeting with an
in-person tour of Gail and Gordon Culbertson’s property in Lane County. They have a great agenda
planned for the day, and I hope you will consider joining us to continue learning more about wood,
wildlife, water and recreation together.

NEW LIFE
CONTRACT CUTTING & LOGGING
I am a private contractor located in Springfield, Oregon
specializing in Timber Falling, Clearcuts, and Thinning.
I have over 25 years of logging experience.
If you’re planning to hire a logging contractor,
for any reason, please contact me.

WOULD YOU LIKE BETTER
SEEDLING SURVIVAL?
Our easy-to-plant container seedlings have a
well-branched root system with live tips ready
to grow immediately, they are easy to plant
and have a good root to shoot ratio.
We have genetically improved stock for
planting in the Willamette Valley

I will provide a free estimate
and look forward to benefitting us both.

Reserve your seedlings today!

Mike Johnson

Kintigh’s Mountain Home Ranch

Phone: (541) 272-2538
johnsonmikef75@gmail.com
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38865 E. Cedar Flat Road,
Springfield, OR 97478

Phone or fax 541-746-1842
www.kintighs.com

OSWA News

OSWA Budget Information
Revenue

2019/2020
Approved
Budget

2019/2020
Actuals
10/31/2020

2020/2021
Approved
Budget

2020/2021
Actuals
04/30/2021

181,000

180,375

190,000

170,362

Patron Program

31,500

26,700

31,500

3,000

OSWA Fund Drive

12,500

18,181

15,000

17,679

Grants

20,000

8,000

28,000

4,000

Other

56,000

56,000

22.193

Dues

Totals

322,900

271,083

346,800

217,235

Chapter Dues Rebate

18,500

16,580

19,000

0

Wages & Prof. Services

139,000

137,949

172,000

72,854

Legislative Expense

36,000

36,000

36,000

15,000

Publications

24,800

20,669

25,000

13,201

Office & Op. Expenses

90,200

90,200

41,238

Expenses

Totals

335,100

263,010

356,500

142,293

Profit

(2,200)

8,073

(9,700)

74,942

Need a Contract Logger?
Contact Kuenzi Timber, LLC

"Cut to length" thinning with harvester and forwarder
tree length thinning and clear cut harvesting with skidder or cat
Member of Associated Oregon Loggers (AOL)
Professional Trained Logger Program
Experienced with local mills
to get the highest value for your logs

Call or text Ben Kuenzi
(503) 881- 8821
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First Annual Family Forest Convention

Wylda Cafferata

Convention, continued from page 1
Transportation from Veneta will be provided. After coffee and donuts under a huge spreading walnut
tree, we will walk through different parts of the forest to learn how Gail and Gordon have managed
their wood, water, wildlife, and recreational resources, and visit with each other along the trails. This
will be a perfect way to enjoy an August day in the forest.
Members of Lane County’s Small Woodlands Association board, together with Dick Courter of OTFS,
Julie Woodward of OFRI, and both Amy Jahnke and Jim James of OSWA/OTFS are fine-tuning the
details of the Family Forest Convention. We are eager to have OTFS and OSWA members join us on
July 23rd and August 21st. Save the dates!

Tree Farm Chair’s Message

Scott Hayes

Message, continued from page 3
A Board Member advocates and promotes the OTFS mission and vision, helps create and modify policies
and strategic plans, and gives guidance to the officers of the organization. The Board elects four officers.
The elected chair works closely with the Administrator to develop agendas for quarterly board meetings,
implements board policies and plans, creates and monitors the work of committees, represents the American
Tree Farm System in Oregon, and serves on the OSWA board and the Memorial Fund Committee. The
chair-elect backs up the chair, serves on the Memorial Fund Committee and serves as chair at the end of
the term. The secretary creates and maintains the records of board meetings. The treasurer works with
the Administrator managing finances, recommending and reviewing budgets and presenting an annual
report to our membership.
Behind all the work described above is the OSWA Executive Director, whose duties include the OTFS
Administrator. Recently-retired Executive Director Jim James made the work of the Tree Farm board
and its officers very easy. From keeping track of the budget to setting up meetings, Jim’s guidance
and leadership are the reasons our Board has been so effective. We are very pleased and excited that
Executive Director Amy Jahnke is continuing to guide us in 2021 with the same focus, professionalism,
and enthusiasm.
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2020 OSWA Patrons
Thank You

Gold
Hancock Timber Resource Group
Port Blakely Tree Farm
Starker Forests

Silver

Barnes & Associates
Boise Cascade
C&D Lumber
Cascade Timber Consultants
Coast Range Conifers, LLC
Dale Cuyler & Brenda Woodard
Freres Lumber Company
Giustina Land & Timber
Giustina Resources
Hampton Affiliates
Anne & Richard Hanschu
JD Fulwiler Insurance
Rayonier
Roseburg Forest Products
Rosboro
RSG Forest Products
Seneca Sawmill
Rick & Jacky Sohn
Gary Springer
Stimson Lumber Company
Swanson Group
Weyerhaeuser
Zip-O-Log Mills, Inc.

Bronze

Dallas Boge
Campbell Global
Pat & Kim Ehli
Dave & Sarah Ehlers
Frank Lumber Company
Alan Guttridge
Nancy Hathaway
Camp Howard
International Paper
Lone Rock
Miami Corporation
Northwest Forest Properties
Northwest Hardwoods
Bill Ocumpaugh

OSWA News
OSWA Products for Pre-Convention Sale!
By: Amy Jahnke

OSWA has some great looking clothing
products for sale for members! Typically,
they are on display at our in-person
events, but this year, they are available
for pre-sale online and can be picked up
at the Annual Convention. There will also
be a small selection of products available
for sale at the Tree Farmer of the Year
Tour of Gail and Gordon Culbertson’s
property in August.
All OSWA clothing products are
coordinated with great care by the Linn
County chapter. Member Bill Bowling
is the person to contact (Email: bill@
artisanlight.com or Phone: (541) 9743747) to pre-order products. Payment
can be made by credit card, and the
order can be picked up at the tour, or
shipped for an additional fee. There is an
easy to fill-out order form on the website.
The form and color photos of the apparel
can be found at: https://www.oswa.org/
blog/oswa-products-for-sale/
OSWA also has 24 inch by 24 inch OSWA logo signs ($45), smaller
Planted Year or Thinned Year signs with an OSWA logo ($25) and
log trip ticket booklets with the OSWA logo ($15). Log trip ticket
booklets have a front page and three additional carbon copies of the
information on the trip ticket for easier record keeping for each load
of logs. Contact the office (Email: oswaadmin@oswa.org or Phone:
(503) 588-1813) to order signs or trip ticket booklets. These products
will be coordinated for pickup, delivery through your local chapter
leadership, or mailed. Payment can be made by credit card over the
phone, or OSWA can mail you an invoice.
OSWA logoed products make great gifts for birthdays or recognition
of an OSWA accomplishment, as well as conversation starters (once
things open up a bit again). Please consider purchasing some of
this gear to keep our inventory flowing and our brand recognition
strong.

Richard Rohl
Schmidt Family Forest, LLC
Van Natta Family
Thompson Tree Farm
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OSWA News

Legislative Update
By Roger Beyer, OSWA Lobbyist

Tuesday, April 13th marked the halfway point of the legislative session and so far, it is mainly good news,
but we have a long way to go.
If determined by the number of days, we passed the halfway point prior to that day, as there are 160
days allowed and April 13 was day 85. It is known as the halfway point because any bill not voted out of
committee in the chamber of origin is now dead for the session. Of course, there are exceptions to the
rule, but for the most part, the list of issues has been narrowed.
Of the 151 tracked bills for OSWA, 70 are now on the “Dead” list for the session, including many of the
most egregious. On that list would be HB 2598, one of the severance tax bills; SB 335, the bill to change
the makeup of the Board of Forestry and SB 828, a bill to fundamentally change OFRI. I say we have
a long way to go, because except for SB 335, there is a companion bill to each of the other two that are
fundamentally the same and are still alive. Now is not the time for congratulations but to keep up the
pressure against these bad bills.
The policy committees have until May 28th to complete their work on bills. This process in Oregon is so
important because they do not allow amendments on the chamber floors. Once a bill leaves committee,
there is no longer a worry that it might become something different.
Once policy committees close, the session will be focused on the budget. The final revenue forecast is
to be presented on May 19th. This will contain the final budget projections used to create the balanced
budget. It is odd that the one constitutional requirement the legislature has, to pass a balanced budget, is
normally held to the very end. Since voters passed session length limits, I would have thought this would
be done sooner in the session so as not to worry about finishing the one required duty, but procrastination
still controls the process.
The ODF budget has some of our biggest challenges remaining, as the severance tax and OFRI bills are
connected to it. The Governor’s budget includes two major cost shifts from general fund to landowners,
increased per acres costs for base fire protection and increased harvest tax for the private forest division.
Normally when increased taxes are proposed, they come with increased services, but for these, that is not
the case. Forest landowners have always been willing to pay their fair share for the services received but
our property should not be seen as the checkbook for state government to balance its budget.
Please stay engaged until the session ends as your voices will be instrumental in navigating a successful
close of the session.
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OSWA News

What is an Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP)
By Jim James

A Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) is a voluntary plan or agreement available to landowners under the
federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) to protect wildlife species and the ecosystems on which they
depend. The U.S. Congress intended the HCP program to provide long-term conservation benefits to
designated wildlife species while also providing regulatory assurance to landowners so they may continue
sustainable management of their land while supporting species survival and without legal risk to their
operations. This ensures landowners operational flexibility and assurances while providing for the needs
of fish and wildlife.
Multiple entities can and have pursued HCPs in Oregon. A private landowner can work directly with the
federal agencies to develop an HCP for the lands under their ownership. State agencies, such as the
Oregon Department of Forestry, can pursue an HCP for state lands under their management. Another
model is a statewide HCP, wherein forest landowners work together with the federal agencies and other
stakeholders to create a statewide plan that would inform state forest practices laws.
On February 10, 2020, Governor Kate Brown announced a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
between 13 representatives from the state's forest landowner community, including OSWA, and 13 major
environmental groups. It resulted in an agreement by all signatories to work in good faith with the State
of Oregon to pursue a statewide HCP for threatened salmonids and other riparian species on private
forestlands. Such an HCP could result in updates to the Oregon Forest Practices Act and would need to
be approved by NOAA Fisheries and the US Fish and Wildlife Service.
The first step in the MOU was to pass legislation in June 2020 that changes aerial pesticide application
practices in forests, including implementation of
a state-of-the-art, real-time notification system to
build confidence with forest neighbors, and greatly
expanded protected spray buffers around drinking
water, homes, and schools. The legislation also
expanded forest stream buffers in the Rogue-Siskiyou
region along salmon, steelhead, and bull trout streams,
aligning forest practices in the area with those of the
rest of western Oregon. The signatories agreed to the
withdrawal of forestry ballot measures for the 2020
election, and agreed not to pursue future litigation and
new state legislation relating to forest management
practices for the duration of the negotiations. It is
the intent of the MOU, now called the Private Forest
Accord, to work toward legislation in 2022, that would
lead to the creation of a state-wide HCP for private
forestlands in Oregon.
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OTFS News

LandMapper Workshop: Learn to Map your Property
By Amy Jahnke

LandMapper is a really useful mapping tool for small woodland owners to create visuals of information
needed for forest management planning and decision making. The tool was developed by EcoTrust, in
collaboration with the Oregon Tree Farm System, Oregon Small Woodlands Association, and American
Forest Foundation. After incorporating feedback from many of our members, LandMapper is out of beta
version and ready for use by our small woodland members and neighbors! Some examples of maps you
can make include aerial photos with property and tax boundary lines, streets, terrain, streams and soil
type maps. A forested layer is coming soon (hopefully by July!) and additional upgrades and features are
in the planning stages.
Save the Date! LandMapper Workshop on July 8th from 8am to 9:30am via Zoom. This workshop is for
those people who want to get started using the features of LandMapper and feel they can learn to use
the program in a virtual environment. We will be hosting additional workshops in the future, and hope to
provide in-person training for those individuals who prefer it once Covid restrictions lift.
Registration for the event can be found at https://www.oswa.org/blog/LandMapper-Workshop-One/
To explore LandMapper on your own, visit https://landmapper.ecotrust.org/
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OTFS News

2021 OTFS Inspector Training
By Michael Atkinson, State Inspection Coordinator

The American Tree Farm System (ATFS) Standards of Sustainability are reviewed, updated, and/or revised
every 5 years to meet current criteria. This means that all Inspectors across the country will complete
either online or in person training. Oregon has opted to have online training this year. This will be very
important, as the new inspection form, renamed to Form 021 has many new features to it, and may be
viewed and saved here: https://www.treefarmsystem.org/021form or with your login to the ATFS database
under the Inspector’s Corner.
ATFS has stated that once trained, inspectors will retain their credentials for the life of the standards (typically
5 years). Oregon Tree Farm System (OTFS) needs your assistance and would greatly appreciate your
time to complete two or more inspections per year. There aren’t many certified inspectors per landowner,
especially in some counties where inspectors have 4+ inspections each. In addition, if any inspectors
know of a qualified individual, please give them the upcoming training information below.
One training session was already held in early May, and facilitated by Jeremy Felty and Steve Cafferata.
The next two trainings will be facilitated by Lauren Grand and Tammy Cushing and will be held:
June 17th from 8:30 a.m. to noon
July 13th, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
You may also complete ATFS training online through the database, if you are not able to participate in
one of the two above trainings provided by OTFS facilitators. If you need a login or password to the ATFS
database, please contact Michael Atkinson 1964coyote1963@gmail.com or Mike Barsotti barsotti@wvi.
com or Amy Jahnke amyjahnke@oswa.org. Thanks so much for keeping your inspector training current!

DISCOVER Our Interactive Website
Connecting Forest Landowners with
Services and Contractors

www.forestseedlingnetwork.com
Valuable
Resources

Buy/Sell
Seedlings

News, Updates & Events
Tips, Notes, Links & Advice
Seed Zone Maps

Use Our
Map Search

Find Vendor
Services &
Contractors

Product Groups:
Forest Seedlings • Christmas Tree Seedlings
Conifer Liner Stock Seedlings • Forest Tree Seed
Native Woody Plant Seedlings

O R E G O N • WA S H I N G TO N • I D A H O • M O N TA N A • C A L I F O R N I A

bob@forestseedlingnetwork.com
503-769-9806

Forest Seedling Network
1740 Shaff Rd. #306
Stayton, OR 97383
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OSU News

OSU Extension Hire a New Associate Dean
Dr. Holly Ober will assume the position of Associate Dean for Science Outreach and
Program Leader for Forestry and Natural Resources Extension at OSU on June
1st. She previously served as Associate Program Leader for Natural Resources in
the Florida Cooperative Extension Service, where she provided leadership to
Extension faculty responsible for forestry, wildlife, and water resources. She was
also a Professor and Extension Specialist. Her research in the Southeast aimed to
increase understanding of the mechanisms that influence wildlife habitat selection
and wildlife productivity in forests, with the intention of informing management
strategies that balance multiple uses. As an Extension Specialist, she taught land
owners and land managers to sustainably manage natural areas and improve
stewardship of forests to provide habitat for wildlife while simultaneously meeting
other objectives.
Prior to moving to Florida, Holly earned a PhD from OSU, from the department of Forest Science and also
the department of Fisheries and Wildlife. She is looking forward to returning to the forests of the Pacific
Northwest, learning about the needs of forest landowners, and finding new ways for OSU Extension to
meet those needs.
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OSU News

Impact of wildfire on wood, wildlife, water and recreation, and
wildfire preparedness, response, and recovery
By: Aaron Groth, OSU Forestry and Natural Resources Extension, Fire Program

Oregon’s small woodland owners play a key role in providing our State’s communities, economy, and
environment with wood products, fish and wildlife habitat, water quality and quantity, and recreational
opportunities. Small woodland owners, large woodland owners, and public lands were all impacted by
the 2020 wildfires. Wildfire destroys timber, impacts fish and wildlife habitat, and may precipitate soil
erosion and debris flows. Prescribed fire, on the other hand, is beneficial and a key land management
tool.
Given the 2020 wildfire season and spring weather conditions this year so far, Oregon’s small woodland
owners must prepare for their own safety, namely ensuring their home construction materials are fire
resistant; thinning vegetation and pruning throughout the home ignition zone (HIZ); and removal of
firewood, propane and other flammable materials to at least 30 feet away from the home. Furthermore,
you and your family and neighbors need to be prepared to evacuate, if given the order or sense
danger. Make sure you have a go bag
packed with cash, documents, and other
important items. Importantly, work with
your neighbors and consider forming a
Firewise community.
Small woodland owners can benefit
from cost share programs (e.g., NRCS’s
Environmental
Quality
Incentives
Program (EQIP)) for managing their
lands for fire resilience (e.g., thinning).
In addition, there are all-lands initiatives
to build fire resiliency. Recently, the
Wyden Authority has been used by
the Fremont-Winema National Forest
to apply prescribed fire to benefit both
federal (public) lands and a private
landowner’s adjacent property (with
the Forest Service assuming all costs,
liability, and managing the burn by
providing resources).

Wyden Agreement Burn on Freemont-Winema National Forest,
photo credit: Amy Markus, USFS

While OSU College of Forestry courses and FNR Extension programming covers forest management,
wildlife habitat, water, and recreation, our new Fire Program team is committed to serving small
woodland owners in building fire preparedness and response and managing landscapes across publicprivate boundaries at landscape scales for fire resilience and risk mitigation.
Resources Online: https://extension.oregonstate.edu/events/fire-aware-fire-prepared-wildfirewednesdays
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OSU News

Protecting Drinking Water During Forest Management:
Trees To Tap
By: Jon A. Souder, Ph.D Forest Watershed Extension Specialist, OSU

Forested landscapes provide the highest quality water, according to the Oregon Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ). And surveys of Oregonians show the greatest concern over forest
management is protecting the high-quality water that comes from forested watersheds, which serve as
the source for most of the state’s drinking water.
The Institute for Natural Resources (INR) with Oregon State University College of Forestry faculty,
supported by funding from the Oregon Forest Resources Institute, recently completed a three-year science
review and analysis of community water systems to better understand how active forest management,
including logging, forest roads and reforestation, affects drinking water quality at its source. With 50%
of Oregon covered in forests and with 75% of Oregonians relying on surface sources for their drinking
water, the Trees to Tap study was clearly timely.
You can find the study results on OFRI’s website (https://oregonforests.org/TreesToTap), and they will
soon be available in a book published by Oregon State University Extension Communications. The
complete Trees to Tap report, which is over 300 pages, serves as some “light reading” for those with an
abiding interest or chronic insomnia. A less academic, shorter summary booklet called Keeping Drinking
Water Safe that highlights the key findings of the Trees to Tap study can be ordered or downloaded from
the OFRI website.
A conference hosted by the College of Forestry in March also shared the results of the project. Recordings
of the conference sessions are available on YouTube (bit.ly/T2TConf). Each of the science sessions
included a short presentation on the study findings, as well as the perspectives of forest managers on
how the findings can be applied practically in the field. Two of the sessions focused on case studies
from the Trees to Tap report, one from Oceanside on the Oregon Coast and another from Ashland in
southwestern Oregon. Each shows how forest managers and water utilities are working together to
address both of their needs, while ensuring the quality of water sourced from forested watersheds is
protected.
The good news is that over the last 50 years improvements in how forests are managed have reduced
adverse effects to water quality. However, the study also highlights areas of concern related to water
quantity changes, sediment and turbidity, and forest chemicals. In most cases, these water quality
impacts can be eliminated or reduced when best management practices are followed during forest
operations.
For those of you who rely on surface sources for your drinking water, being aware of your potential
impacts, and those of your upstream neighbors, will help you better manage your land to ensure minimal
adverse effects and do your part of steward the high-quality water that forests provide to Oregonians
across the state.
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OFRI News

Continuing Education for Woodland Owners
By Julie Woodward

Owning and managing forests can be very rewarding, but sometimes also challenging. If you have a
question about or an interest in forestry, we encourage you to dive into one of the many resources available
to Oregon forest landowners. The Oregon Forest Resources Institute (OFRI) partners with numerous
organizations to bring opportunities for continuing education to family forest landowners across the state,
in a variety of ways.
The KnowYourForests.org website is a great place to start. It’s dedicated to helping Oregon forest
landowners manage their forests for a range of values, such as producing timber and providing wildlife
habitat. The site is hosted by the Partnership for Forestry Education, a collaboration of public and private
organizations dedicated to providing educational resources to Oregon’s forest landowners, managers
and operators. There is a wealth of information on KnowYourForest.org, including a learning library, an
assistance map and an overview of organizations providing technical, financial and educational assistance
to family forest landowners. The site is also the launching pad for Tree School Online. You can sign up
for these online classes or watch one from a vast and varied library of past webinars.
Did you know that OFRI has over 65 educational materials available? These informative publications,
which cover a variety of forest-related topics, are aimed at the public, K-12 teachers and students, and
forest landowners and managers. Publications and materials can be downloaded or ordered for free
delivery at OregonForests.org/publications. Don’t forget, if you’re hosting a tour or doing outreach to
the community, we can help provide packets of these materials.
One of our newest releases for forest landowners is an educational pamphlet called “Managing Logging
Slash Piles in Northwest Oregon,” which offers an overview of best practices for piling and burning slash
that’s not left for nutrients, firewood or wildlife purposes. We also recently published a fact sheet that is
part of our Wildlife in Managed Forests reference series, called “Seed Mixes for Wildlife.” It explains the
benefits of selectively spreading a wildlife-friendly seed mix in recently burned forests, providing guidance
for where and when to apply the seed mix, and how to find the right seed mix for your forest.
In addition to our printed materials, we encourage you to check out our suite of educational videos on
YouTube at OregonForests.org/video_gallery.
continued on page 16
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OFRI News
Education, continued from page 15
Below are some featured educational materials available for family forest landowners and managers:
Focus on forest management:
• Establishing and Managing Forest Trees in Western Oregon
• Understanding Eastside Forests
Focus on laws and rules:
• Oregon’s Forest Protection Laws: An Illustrated Manual
Focus on wildlife:
• Wildlife in Managed Forests publications and reference sheet series
• A Guide to Priority Plant and Animal Species in Oregon Forests
Technical and financial assistance:
• Resources for Family Forests
Public outreach:
• Oregon Forest Facts, 2021-22 Edition
• Keeping Drinking Water Safe
• Fact sheets covering more than 12 topics
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ODF News
New site of sudden oak death in Curry County is being treated to eradicate the
disease at that location
By Jim Gersbach, Oregon Department of Forestry

SALEM, Ore. – The Oregon Department of Forestry and USDA Forest Service expect a site in Curry
County where sudden oak death (SOD) has been newly detected to be treated in May.
The new site is just beyond the current 515-square-mile SOD quarantine area on the north shore of the
Rogue River. Located within the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest, the site is near the Myrtle Tree Trail
and about six miles north of the nearest known sudden oak death infestation.
Five tanoak trees at the site were infected with the EU1 strain of Phytophthora ramorum, the pathogen
that causes SOD. In addition to killing tanoaks, the EU1 strain of P. ramorum has been found in Europe to
damage and kill several conifer species, including Douglas-fir, western hemlock, grand fir, and larch. That
strain was first found in Oregon in 2015 within the existing quarantine area. Infestations of the EU1 strain
are aggressively treated with the goal of local eradication.
The USDA Forest Service identified the infected trees at the new Curry County site from high-resolution
aerial imagery as a part of the annual USDA Forest Service/Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) Aerial
Detection Survey. The trees identified were sampled by ODF crews who sent samples to the Oregon State
University’s Forest Pathology Lab. After the initial test at OSU showed P. ramorum, DNA samples were
sent on April 14 to the ODA Plant Health Lab in Salem. The ODA Plant Health Lab is certified by the USDA
to perform official confirmatory testing for P. ramorum. The lab confirmed the samples as presumptive
positives on April 16. As per federal protocol, the samples have been shipped to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service Lab in Maryland for final confirmation. New
infestation sites must be confirmed by APHIS’ Plant Protection Quarantine unit before regulatory action
may take place.
In the meantime, the Oregon Department of Forestry and USDA Forest Service SOD crews have marked
off an area 1,000 feet from the sampled trees and are looking for more trees with signs of the disease.
Until treatment begins, SOD crews will continue to heavily monitor the area for the presence of infested
trees and plants. The area will also be monitored on an ongoing basis by aerial disease survey experts.
Oregon regulations require a property officially confirmed as infested with SOD to undergo eradication
treatments. In Oregon, federal land managers cooperate with the Oregon Departments of Forestry and
Agriculture to carry out eradication treatments on infested sites on federal lands.
Federal funds are available to cover the cost of treating the area, which is now the highest priority site for
the SOD program. Treatment consists of cutting, piling, and burning all tanoaks.
ODA maintains the Phytophthora ramorum Quarantine which allows any area in the state to be placed
under quarantine where a SOD infestation is confirmed (OAR 603-052-1230(2)(d). Thus, an emergency
quarantine order does not need to be issued. Oregon’s SOD Program will consult with stakeholders
regarding any potential expansion of quarantine boundaries. USDA Forest Service staff are evaluating
whether access restrictions to recreation use in the treatment area might be needed.

continued on page 18
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ODF News
Oak death, continued from page 17
Background
The invasive non-native pathogen that causes the sudden oak death (SOD) in tanoak was first detected
in Oregon in 2001. A plant quarantine of the area was promptly set up, which has gradually expanded
to cover almost a third of Curry County. When attempts to eradicate the disease – which can survive on
several native and non-native plant species – proved impossible, Oregon’s SOD program switched to
slowing the spread of the disease.
In 2010, a Generally Infested Area (GIA) within the quarantine area was created. Within that zone, where
the disease is well established, eradication treatments are no longer required. The GIA was enlarged in
late 2020 and now covers 123 square miles within the quarantine area; it is about 19 miles north to south
and nine miles east to west.
Read more about sudden oak death at https://www.oregon.gov/ODF/Documents/ForestBenefits/SOD.pdf.
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ODF News
Fire-injured, drought-stressed trees may face beetle attack
By Jim Gersbach, Oregon Department of Forestry

SALEM, Ore. – Trees injured by the Labor Day wildfires last year may face a new threat in the form of treekilling beetles, which emerged in April looking for new homes.
ODF Forest Entomologist Christine Buhl warns that fire-injured trees can attract bark beetles, which lay
their eggs under the bark. When the larvae hatch, they begin feeding on the tree, destroying the tissues
needed to send water from the roots to the needles and return nutrients.
The two main culprits, both of which are native, are:
•

Douglas-fir beetle, which attacks and kills large-diameter Douglas-fir

•
Ips beetles, some of which are lethal to small-diameter pines, including ponderosa, lodgepole,
sugar and western white pine, as well as introduced pines
“These two beetles do not attack trees that are already dead but they will readily go after living trees that
have been weakened by drought, storms or by being scorched or partly charred in a wildfire.”
If enough fire-injured or drought-weakened trees are available, populations of either beetle can in a year
or two build up enough numbers that they can overwhelm the defenses of a healthier tree.
“Not every fire-injured stand may experience an uptick in infestation, and not every infestation will spread
to healthy trees,” Buhl points out. “But the likelihood is greater when otherwise healthy trees are already
struggling due to prior stress such as drought. This is especially true on poor sites with thin or compacted
soils, sun-soaked south-facing slopes, or former farmlands converted to woodlots.”
Forest landowners concerned about beetles should look for brown frass – sawdust-like piles dug out of
trees by the insects. Ips, however, tend to damage smaller diameter portions of pines (tops, branches),
which can make it hard to recognize an infestation until treetops begin to die. By the time trees are dying,
beetles may have moved on to other trees nearby so check those, advises Buhl. Infested trees will usually
die within a year or less.
Landowners can remove beetle-infested trees early to reduce the risk of a larger outbreak, taking care
in pine stands to burn or chip pine that’s 3 to 8 inches in diameter. “From April through September Ips
beetles can infest pine slash. So if you can’t burn or chip slash it is best to wait till just after fire season
in late October or November to limb up pine trees or conduct operations that create pine slash,” Buhl
recommends.
She said landowners who want to forestall an outbreak of Douglas-fir beetle next spring might want
to review their situation with a specialist (ODF stewardship forester, ODF entomologist, OSU forestry
extension) to determine the health of their stand and infestation levels.
Based on the review, it might be recommended that they consider buying the beetle pheromone repellant
MCH. If applied in March, MCH discourages this beetle from gathering and attacking trees en masse
when they emerge in April from their winter homes.
For more information about insects that affect forest trees visit https://www.oregon.gov/odf/
forestbenefits/pages/foresthealth.aspx
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Upcoming Events

June 4, 2021

OTFS Board Meeting

June 8, 2021

Government Advisory Committee Conference Call

June 9, 2021

ODF Board of Forestry Meeting

June 15, 2021

Government Advisory Committee Conference Call

July 8, 2021

LandMapper Workshop - Virtual Event
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July 21, 2021

ODF Board of Forestry Meeting

July 23, 2021

Family Forest Convention - Virtual Event

August 21, 2021

2019 Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year Woods Tour

September 8, 2021

ODF Board of Forestry Meeting

September 10, 2021

OTFS Board Meeting

