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Fun Forest Made 
the Final Four 
By Joe Holmberg, VP 
 
Fun Forest, a partnership 
between the Melcher and Cota 
families of Sweet Home, made 
the final four in the American 
Tree Farm System’s National 
Tree Farmer of the Year 
recognition.   
 
As Western Regional Tree 
Farmers of the Year, the 
families traveled to Burlington, 
Vermont in July for the National 
Tree Farmer Convention where 
they learned that the Saloom 
family from Alabama had been 
selected for the national honor.  
 
Fun Forest began in 1999 with 
the purchase of an initial 320-
acre parcel and has grown to 
1230-acres in 12-parcels.  
 
The owner’s philosophy is to 
acquire under-stocked or 
poorly growing stands and 
replace them with fast-growing, 
genetically superior trees.   
 
The name for their tree farm 
“Fun Forest” is meant to 
convey their intent for buying 
and managing their properties 
– tree farming is fun.   
 
By making tree farming fun, the 
owners hope to encourage 
their children to continue in 
their footsteps. (Continued on 
next page).  
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It must be working as Jim and Audrey Cota’s 
son, Brock, is studying forestry at OSU. 
 
About 100 people attended the June tour of 
some of Fun Forest’s properties. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Joe Holmberg, VP 

Continued from previous page -  
Fun Forest Made the Final Four 
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Recent developments during the summer 
have created concern over the ability of 
private forest landowners to manage their 
Tree Farms under possibly new Federal 
agency requirements related to forest 
watersheds.  
 
These developments deal with Federal 
Clean Water Act permitting procedures, and 
Coastal Nonpoint Pollution Control Program 
interpretations regarding Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDLs).  The following are 
brief summaries of both of these Tree Farm 
related decisions: 
 

 A recent decision of the 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals held that logging 
roads are subject to federal Clean 
Water Act requirements regarding 
the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES).  

 
The Court found that road ditches and 
other “discrete conveyances” [culverts] 
that discharge storm-water to streams 
are “point sources” of pollution requiring 
NPDES permits.  
 
This decision conflicts with EPA 
regulations under which forest roads are 
non-point sources and do not require 
NPDES permits. 

 

 EPA and National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
are withholding approval of Oregon’s 
Coastal Nonpoint Pollution Control 
Program.  

 
 

 
 
Both Federal agencies are demanding that 
Oregon DEQ make changes, including 
development of a new “prescriptive TMDL 
process” where DEQ could require 
implementation of more stringent Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) than those 
already included in the Oregon Forestry 
Practices Act regulations. 
 
Since the Clean Water Act was passed in 
1972, there has been ongoing debate over 
the federal government’s jurisdiction and 
regulatory authority to enforce America’s 
clean water laws. 

By Mike Heath 

Recent Developments Concern the Ability of Tree 
Farmers to Manage Their Forestland Here in Oregon
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Oregon Tree Farm System (OTFS) is 
preparing for the 2011 audit of a sample of 
its 750 certified tree farms.   
 
The audit is a requirement of the parent 
American Tree Farm System’s recognition 
as an international forest certification 
system by the Programme for Endorsement 
of Forest Certification (PEFC).  
 
Nationally, each state is visited on a 5-year 
rotation.  The State of Washington was 
audited in 2010.  
 

 
 
A random sample of 15 to 20 Oregon tree 
farms will be selected by the auditor 
(PricewaterhouseCoopers).  The sample 
will be stratified by size and location to 
ensure the sample is representative of 
Oregon member tree farms.   
 
Logistically, they will probably be somewhat 
grouped to eliminate excessive auditor 
travel.  Selection of tree farms will be made 
in January and field visits will be scheduled 
in May and June.   
 
Those tree farms selected by the auditor 
are required to have their management plan 
available and the tree farmer or their 
representative will have to be present when 
the auditor visits the property. 

By Joe Holmberg, VP 

In anticipation of the PEFC audit, OTFS is 
engaged in an outreach effort to ensure 
that Oregon tree farmers have 
management plans written to the 2010-
2015 American Forest Foundation’s 
Standards of Sustainability.  
 
Oregon and other states being audited in 
2011 will be assessed based upon the 
2010-2015 Standards.   
 
The new Standards most likely will require 
revision or supplementation of 
management plans.   
 
OTFS members have received a number 
of mailings indicating where they could 
receive assistance in updating their 
management plans.  
 
Assistance is still available either from 
certified Oregon Tree Farm Inspectors or 
trained Master Woodland Managers.   
 
 
 

 
 
Please contact: Michael or Connie 
Atkinson, 83575 Territorial Road, Eugene, 
Oregon 97406 or 
coyote8199@wildblue.net to be paired 
with a volunteer trained to the new 
Standards.  

Oregon Tree Farm Prepares for PEFC Audit 
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Iberdrola's Biomass Move May Clear the Air 
 
 

Earlier this year, Iberdrola Renewables Inc. purchased a biomass project in Lakeview, Oregon 
from an original developer after receiving a $1.725 million grant from federal stimulus funds. 
 
According to van der Voo, the project (valued at $70 million by the town of Lakeview) is formally 
proposed as Lakeview Cogeneration, LLC and would create a biomass-fired cogeneration 
power plant at the Collins Pine Company’s Fremont Sawmill.” 
 
“The plant would generate up to 25 megawatts of electricity annually from steam produced in a 
biomass-fired boiler. The new boiler would replace the existing boiler at the sawmill and be fed 
with forest waste and trees thinned from the surrounding area, along with sawdust and bark 
from Fremont Sawmill, requiring about 160,000 tons of biomass annually.”  
 
The project is currently going through the permit process. For the complete story please see 
http:/www.sustainablebusinessoregon.com/ 

By Lee van der Voo, a freelance writer for Sustainable Business Oregon. 

During the first week of August, the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) Fertilizer Program 
hosted the Annual Meeting of the Association of American Plant Control Officials (AAPFCO) in 
Portland, Oregon. AAPFCO’s Annual Meeting brings together fertilizer control officials to 
discuss administering fertilizer laws and regulations, and issues concerning fertilizer materials, 
mixing, and effects. The meeting is also attended by a number of industry liaisons who add 
their own perspectives to the discussions. The August meeting had 109 attendees, including 66 
industry representatives and 45 plant food control officials from 37 states and Canada. Topics 
discussed involved everything from acceptable terms and definitions, to the laboratory methods 
used to ensure fertilizer products meet their guarantees. 
 
The day following the Annual Meeting a number of participants attended a professional tour, 
arranged by ODA fertilizer staff showcasing Oregon’s achievements in managing nutrients in 
the environment.   
 
Included in the tour was a visit to Clean Water Service’s Wastewater Treatment Facility where 
Ostara Nutrient Recovery Technologies, Inc. extracts phosphorous from wastewater to create a 
slow release fertilizer. This process turns a potential problem—keeping nutrients out of 
Oregon’s rivers and lakes—into a marketable product. 
 
The next stop on the tour was a trip to Fisher Farms, a production nursery, in Gaston, Oregon. 
Fisher (a fellow Tree Farmer) uses a number of technologies to keep nutrients where they 
belong, and reuse water that may contain potentially lost nutrients. Attendees were impressed 
by both Oregon’s diverse agricultural areas and its amazing summertime weather.  

Tree Farmer Uses a Number of Technologies to Keep 
Nutrients Where They Belong
By the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) Fertilizer Program 
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Tylenol-loaded Mice Dropped from Air to Control 
Snakes 

The USDA says brown tree snakes have 
wiped out Guam’s native populations of 
forest birds. 

Dead mice packed with acetaminophen, 

strapped to pieces of cardboard and 

dropped from helicopters may help 

control one of the big headaches for the 

Pacific island of Guam – the brown tree 

snake. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture last 

week began dropping the expired 

rodents packed with 80 mg of the 

generic equivalent of Tylenol on the 

forests of Naval Base Guam. 

Since scientists discovered that the 

household pain reliever was deadly to 

the brown tree snakes, they’ve been 

trying to figure out how to get it to where 

many of the serpents live in the canopies 

of the island’s forests, according to a 

report in Stars & Stripes. The Tylenol-

loaded mice are attached to two pieces 

of cardboard joined by paper streamers 

that snake exterminators hope will catch 

on tree branches, providing deadly 

snacks for snakes at those heights, 

according to the Stripes report. 
 

 

http://news.blogs.cnn.com/2010/09/07/tylenol-loaded-mice-dropped-from-air-to-control-snakes/

The aerial attack on the tree snakes is 

designed to augment current trapping 

systems, which are placed around ports 

and airports to prevent the snakes from 

hitching rides to other Pacific islands 

such as Hawaii and causing the same 

ecological nightmares they’ve been 

responsible for on Guam. 

"The brown tree snake traps that you 

see around Guam are actually the most 

effective trap for catching snakes in the 

world," USDA Assistant State Director 

Dan Vice told Guam Newswatch. 
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2011 Tree School 
 

March 19, 2011 
 

Clackamas Community College 
Oregon City, Oregon 

 
 

Presented by: 

• Oregon State University- 

Extension Service 

• Clackamas County Farm- 

Forestry Association 

• Forests Forever, Inc. 

• Clackamas Community College 

 
 

 

Oregon Tree Farm System 
Annual Meeting 

 
November 22, 2010 

 
At the World Forestry Center 

Portland, Oregon 
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