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It has been proactive on three fronts to
keep Tree Farm a relevant and effective
organization for protecting landowners’
ability to manage their forest and for assists those of us who are just getting
started in forest management. Receiving
a sizable grant from Congress to basically continue what we are doing is a
strong endorsement of Tree Farm long
history and recent efforts.
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The Tree Farm Program has been working hard to address issues facing today’s •
forest landowners. Our country’s population just passed the 300 million mark and •
this growing population continues to become more urban and puts more pressure on the country’s natural resource •
lands.
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Remaining relevant and becoming more
effective has a cost. It has created an
additional workload for the national organization, the Oregon Tree Farm System and tree farmers. Tree Farm is debating whether it can remain a free program for landowners or will need to move
to some type of dues structure. The national and state leadership agreed that
the first step should be to develop a formal process for seeking donations.
Since Oregon is unique in that it has
been operating on donations from tree
farmers, forest industry and the Department of Forestry, a shared process has
been developed. Tree Farmers in all
other states have received a donation
request from the national office.

Awards Luncheon and Wildlife
Workshop , November 20, 2006
Awards Luncheon Registration
Form

•

Answers to Common Tree Farm
Questions

•

2006 Oregon Tree Farm Support
Donation Form

•

10 Reasons to be a Tree Farmer

•

The Oregon Tree Farm Memorial
Fund

Included in this newsletter is Oregon
Tree Farm’s annual donation request
modified to complement the national
effort. There are also a series of related articles developed as part of the
national fund raising strategy. Please
give serious consideration to Tree
Farms needs and the values a quality
Tree Farm Program has and can provide.
Tree Farm has a new 5-year strategic
plan to chart its course; we are on tract
in our effort to be internationally accredited as a certification system; and
we have a national operating committee with strong family forest landowner
leadership.
(continued on page 9)

National Committee Chair Letter to Tree Farmers
By Clint Bentz
Dear Fellow Tree Farmer:
I know that you value your membership in the Tree Farm program as much as I do. This program
membership is invaluable to thousands of Tree Farmers like you who manage their forestland now
and in the future. This letter marks two milestones. I'm writing it as the first Tree Farmer elected
chairman of the American Tree Farm System in its 65-year history. Also, I'm asking you to join me
in securing our forest's future and sharing the cost of sustaining a program that has served family
forest owners like us and our parents for 65 years.
That's right! If we want to keep our Tree Farm program in place, and we want future generations to
enjoy the fellowship and community we share today, we need to pay our own share of the costs.
There's simply no alternative.
For decades, Tree Farmers grew used to the notion that the program was “free.” Well, it was never
free; we were the beneficiaries of other people's money. But the industry which supported us for so
many decades isn't what it used to be. Now, we all need to step forward and put our own support
behind this vital program to ensure the Tree Farm program can serve us now and in the future.
Please don't misunderstand me. This isn't something that would be “nice to do.” We need to do it!
Please take a minute to look at the materials I've enclosed. You'll find a description of the benefits
you derive from your membership in the American Tree Farm System, and the work we're doing to
ensure you and your family can continue your heritage of forest stewardship. We've also enclosed
a reply card which outlines a suggested formula for calculating your membership support we need
from every Tree Farmer.
I know personally that it's becoming more difficult to earn money in the woods. But I urge you to
give your support to the Tree Farm program. We invest every dollar we receive in programs designed by Tree Farmers for the benefit of Tree Farmers and their families. I hope you'll join me in
keeping the American Tree Farm System stronger and more valued than ever.
Thanks so much.

Clint Bentz
Clint Bentz, Chairman
National Operating Committee, American Tree Farm System
P.S. Please return the card with your membership support payment today. If we don't hear from
you, you may miss out on vital news about the future of your Tree Farm.

ATFS Names Bob & Margaret Kintigh 2006 National
Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year
By Mike Heath
Bob & Margaret Kintigh of Lane County, Oregon, are
the 2006 National Outstanding Tree Farmers of the
Year. The Kintigh’s received their award during the National Tree Farmer Convention held in Mobile, Alabama.
Bob & Margaret and their children, owners of Mountain
Home Ranch, were selected from a long list of certified
Tree Farmers throughout the nation. Having been actively involved in promoting tree farming and the benefits of sustainable forestry in their community for years,
the Kintigh tree farming history is saturated with activities, organizations, and projects dedicated to advancing
the good name of tree farming.
Their Tree Farm consists of two tracts containing 249
acres of forest land plus considerable Christmas tree
acreage. The Mountain Home Ranch tract has been
under intensive management since 1957. In addition to
different timber management activities, they also have a
containerized seedling nursery that produces approximately two million seedlings annually, and a Christmas
tree business. A tree grown by Kintigh was chosen for
display in the White House in 1992. Their long-standing
management goals are to maximize wood fiber production without damaging soils, wildlife habitat or water resources. It is truly a “working farm” and has been the
major family income source for 45 years.
Kintigh recently retired after serving three terms in the
Oregon State Senate. During his last session, he was
unanimously elected president pro tempore. As the only forester to have served in the Senate, Kintigh focused attention on forestry issues, landowner rights and sound forest and agricultural management practices. He also sponsored the Adopt-a-Highway and Adopt-a-Park programs in Oregon, worked on salmon
restoration issues as a member of the Joint Legislative Committee on Salmon and Stream Enhancement,
and served four years on the Western Legislative Forestry Task Force.
In addition to his legislative service, Kintigh has served as president of the Oregon Small Woodlands Association, national councilman of the Society of American Foresters and president of the Eugene chapter of
the American Rhododendron Society. He has also received many awards, including the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Oregon Society of American Foresters and a special award from the Oregon Board of
Forestry for contributions to stewardship forestry through his chairmanship of the Senate Agriculture and
Natural Resources Committee. In 1997, he was recognized by the Agriculture and Natural Resources Leaders of Oregon for his "distinguished service and leadership."
He also has been honored as Oregon Tree Farmer of the Year and is a fellow in the Society of American
Foresters.

Annual Tree Farmer of the Year Awards Luncheon and
Wildlife Habitat Management Workshop
The Awards Luncheon and Wildlife Workshop is Monday, November 20, 2006 at the World Forestry Center's (WFC) Miller Hall in Portland.
09:00 AM

Workshop Registration in Cheatham Hall (free)

09:30 AM

Identifying and Managing for Priority Wildlife and Forest Habitat Workshop
•

An overview of “Identifying Priority Plants & Animals and Their Habitats”, a guide for
forest landowners – Julie Woodward. Oregon Forest Resources Institute

•

Managing forests for Wildlife Habitat, Case studies that highlight different management objective scenarios– Nicole Strong, OSU Forestry Extension

•

Cooperative Registry of Conservation Actions, recognizing landowner contributions to
conservation – Sara Vickerman, Defenders of Wildlife

11:00 AM

Oregon Tree Farm System Annual Meeting

11:30 AM

Check-in for Awards Luncheon in Miller Hall

12:00 PM

Tree Farmer of the Year Awards Luncheon in Miller Hall
Menu: Italian Pasta Bar
salad, fresh fruit, and pumpkin pie

12:45 PM

Recognition of National Tree Farmers of the Year, Bob & Margaret Kintigh

1:00 PM

Tree Farmer of the Year Awards
**** Video review of County Tree Farm Nominees
**** Recognition of the County Tree Farmers of the Year by USDA-Forest Service
Regional Forester, Linda Goodman, and ODF State Forester, Marvin Brown
**** Selection of Western and Eastern Oregon Regional and State Outstanding Tree
Farmer of the Year

1:45 PM

Break

2:00 PM

Tree Farm Board Meeting in David Douglas Hall

3:30 PM

Adjourn Meeting
Information and directions to the WFC are available at www.worldforestry.org.

Annual Tree Farmer of the Year Awards Luncheon
Registration Form:
Name(s) ___________________________________________________

Phone #___________________________________________________

Number attending: ___________________________________________

Amt. paid__________________________________________________

The luncheon fee is $20.00/plate.
To let us know if you need a receipt, please circle
Yes

or

No

Please complete this reservation form by November 15, 2006 and send your
OTFS check to:
Oregon Tree Farm System
c/o Dick Beers
2185 Carmel Ave.
Eugene, OR 97401
Questions? Call 503-859-2993
Email: rbeers2606@comcast.net

Answers to Common Tree Farm Questions
By Mike Barsotti
Q - Who decides how my money's spent?
A – The American Tree Farm System (ATFS) is led by a National Operating Committee made up
almost entirely of Tree Farmers, like yourself, program co-sponsors and volunteers. They're as
thrifty as you could wish … looking to get at least $1.25 worth of bang out of each buck we invest. The Oregon Tree Farm System (OTFS) is organized as a separate charitable organization
led by a Board of Directors made up of local landowners, consulting foresters, a forest industry
representative and others interested in supporting the state’s family forest landowners.
Q - How can I find out where my
money goes?
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Q – What is the role of State Tree Farm Committees in relationship to the national program?
A - Without strong state committees, ATFS couldn't survive, much less grow. That's why so many
different companies, agencies and organizations help co-sponsor our state committees. But it's
equally true that state Tree Farm programs couldn't exist without vigorous, innovative national
leadership - to set standards, develop and administer all the mechanics of Tree Farm, keep our
programs up to-date and focused on the future, and serve as a platform for making all Tree Farmers' voices heard.
Q - Suppose I have a question, a
suggestion or a comment?
A - Whether it's something we're doing
wrong, something we're doing right - or
something we're not doing at all - we
would love to hear from you. A great
way to get involved is through your
State Tree Farm Committee or by attending the National Tree Farmer Convention where we hold a town meeting
and no issues are off the table. You
can always reach Clint Bentz and the
Tree Farm staff through our main office at 888.889.4466 ext. 5172 or via
email at
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info@treefarmsystem.org
You can contact the OTFS at (503) 362-0242 or email State Chair, Mike Barsotti, at
barsotti@wvi.com

Notes from the State Chair (Continued from page 1)
By Mike Barsotti
Tree Farm’s goal is “more good forestry on more acres and keep it there.” But to maintain our
management rights and have strong markets forest product markets, we also need the county to
recognize and understand the benefits managed tree farms provide communities and the nation.
To do this the American Tree Farm System (ATFS) is focusing in three areas. They are: 1) program and tree farm standards, 2) program administration, and 3) advocacy.
Tree Farm now has clear, defined standards that
are based on accepted criteria for sustainable
forest management. International accreditation
will affirm this and assure that we have access
to both domestic and foreign markets.
The processes for managing the system at the
national and state levels have been improved
and tightened. We now have a national web
based database that is the cornerstone for an
efficient record keeping system that is reducing
our local administrative workload and facilitates
needed internal and external audits.
Active advocacy is a new role for Tree Farm.
The Forest Service has long been an advocate
for forestry in general and family forest landowners in particular, but as it has become politicized,
the Forest Service is more often seen in Congress as a spokesman for the current Administration. This has left a void and ATFS is reBob & Bonnie Shumaker
sponding. It has become more active, and has
developed at strategy to make sure there are
tree farmers at all congressional hearings that deal with our ability to manage our lands. We will
hear more about as a funding mechanism for it is put in place.
Again, please give this issue of funding serious consideration. Lets us know if you have any ideas
on how to make us a better organization, and thank you for your tree farm management as individuals caring for their forests is what we are all about.
Mike Barsotti
OTFS State Chair

Ten Reasons for Being a Tree Farmer
By OTFS & ATFS
1. It's your community. No other national organization brings together more individuals and families who care
about forest stewardship. We share a passion for the future of our forests.
2. Tree Farm delivers useful knowledge. Whether it's a personal visit from one of our 4,400volunteer and
group foresters, an article in Tree Farmer Magazine, our annual Tree Farmer Buyer's Guide & Resource Directory, tours on local Tree Farm properties, educational programs hosted by local committees, or regional
wildlife demonstrations - Tree Farm helps us get more pride, pleasure and profit out of the woods.
3. Tree Farm helps you cope with environmental issues. Most of us joined Tree Farm because we felt a special connection to the land. But with the environmental issues we face today . . .whether endangered species,
invasive weeds, water quality rules or wetlands protection . . .it just gets harder and harder to make it all work
together, and still earn respectable cash flow. So Tree Farm created a pioneering set of educational programs
to show us how.
4. Tree Farm certification is the only system that really works for family forest owners. More and more of the
folks who buy our wood expect it to come from forests that are managed sustainably. That's what Tree Farmers do, and that's what being a Certified Tree Farm in the American tree Farm System proves to your buyers.
By staying in Tree Farm and keeping it strong, you earn access to buyers and their customers who are becoming ever more choosy about where they get their wood.
5. Through the fellowship of Tree Farm, we learn from each other. Our State, Regional, and National Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year programs celebrate our peers who've excelled on their Tree Farms.6. Tree
Farmers call the shots. Tree Farm is run by and for family forest owners just like you. They face the same issues you do - from high taxes to devastating storms to getting your kids interested in Tree Farming. And they
make sure that Tree Farm works to address them.
7. We preach what we practice. At the core of Tree Farm is the conviction that good forestry is good for the
land, good for our neighbors and good for the economy. We share what we know because if we don't, others
will assume they can do a better job with our land than we can. And that's just wrong.
8. We help Tree Farmers make their case on vital public issues. Tree Farm is your voice on Capitol Hill. Our
National Public Affairs Committee has Tree Farmers from every region of the country monitor what's happening in Washington, then spread the word through our network. Whether it's the aftermath of Katrina, federal
tax policy, cost share programs, or the future of the Endangered Species Act, we make certain Congress
hears from people who count – Tree Farmers like you.
9. If we don't support the American Tree Farm System, who will? Our traditional sources of funding, the forest
products industry and government grants, are declining over time. One message I hear loud and clear as I
talk to Tree Farmers around the country: if we want our program to stay strong and get even better, we need
to start to pay our fair share of the cost of the program.
10. The American Tree Farm System is you!

The Oregon Tree Farm Memor ial Fund
By Dick Courter
The Memorial fund can accept donations from persons or organizations as Memorials,
as Honorariums, or as Special Gifts. Donations can be cash, property, securities or any
other form of wealth acceptable to the Fund Administrator. Current donations amount to
slightly over $30,000 working for OTFS through security investments.
The donated principal amount can never be withdrawn. Only interest, dividends, long,
and short term capital gains, and/or investment gain can be removed from the Memorial
Fund as measured by a clear formula applied yearly on December 31.
The Memorial Fund was designated to provide property owners an opportunity to offer
conditional or non-conditional property gifts, for example, Family Tree Farms.
Conditional gifts could carry a written contractual agreement instructing the Fund Administrator how that donation must be handled. The landowner may instruct the Memorial
fund to manage the property for the benefit of the Memorial Fund or any other named
beneficiary.
Alternately, instructions may provide the Memorial Fund direction for selling the property. Conditional gifts must be approved by the Fund Administrator before acceptance.
Inquiries held in strictest confidence.
The following people made donations to the Memorial Fund as Memorials, or as Special
Gifts :
Memorials
Clyde Ramsey

Please send your donations or phone
inquiries to:

Aaron White
Charles Ross

OTFS Memorial Fund

Richard Holmes

Attn: Dick Courter

Gladys Hanschu

1600 NW Skyline Blvd.

Lynn Butts

Portland, Oregon 97229

Stan Marshall
Special Gifts

genetechs@aaahawk.com

Richard & Judy Caldwell

(503) 297-1660

Oregon Tree Farm System
PO Box 13556
Salem, OR 97309-1556
(503) 361-0242
Newsletter Editor:
Mike Heath; 503.357.2131
www.otfs.org
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2007 Tree School
March 24, 2007
At the
Clackamas Community College
Oregon City, Oregon

Oregon Tree Farm System

Presented by:

Annual Meeting

Oregon State University
Extension Service

November 20, 2006
At the World Forestry Center

Clackamas County Farm
Forestry Association

