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	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 September 3, 2025 
Dear Oregon Tree Farm Members, 

We are writing to inform you that Oregon will be having our third-party audit in 2026. These 
audits are done on about a five-year rotation for each of the 41 member states of the American 
Tree Farm System. It has been six years since Oregon was audited. The contractor conducting 
the audit will be NSF Auditing Silvicultural Services (NSF). 

It is important for you to note that the NSF is not auditing individual landowners but the overall 
American Tree Farm System (ATFS) of the American Forest Foundation (AFF).  We participate 
in this audit to maintain Oregon’s Certification through the Programme for the Endorsement of 
Forest Certification (PEFC), which is an international certification.  

This contractor also audits companies certified through the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI). 

Our audit will take place in the second quarter of 2026, although we will not know the actual 
dates until sometime in January.  

The audit will be based on non-contiguous parcels (those that are not touching another tax lot 
and are located at least 84 feet away from other parcels.) That is why we have had to split some 
ownerships into individual tree farms with their own numbers. We have 1260 individual tree 
farms in Oregon at present. 

The selection of the properties to be visited is by size class, and by a percentage of the properties 
in each size class (10-100 acres; 101-500 acres; 501-1000 acres; 1001-10,000 acres; 10,000 
acres+.)  In total, the auditors plan to visit 25 tree farms across the spectrum. Some of these will 
be randomly selected by NSF and some will be selected by OTFS. As you can imagine, the audit 
will be a logistical challenge. Each auditor will be accompanied by an OTFS Inspector guide. 

OTFS will be selecting some of the tree farms, using NSF specifications, in the very near future, 
and we will inform and work with these landowners to prepare for their visit. For the random 
NSF selections, we will be informed in January of whom they want to visit. Everyone must be 
ready to be selected, because no changes to the management plan or addendum are allowed after 
the January date. It is important that if you need or want to make any updates to your 
management plan you do so before the end of the year. If you need any help, let us know and we 
will be glad to help. 



All selections (both OTFS and NSF) will be required to have a digital copy of their management 
plan for us to put into a secure portal for the auditors to review in advance. This includes the 
addendum and a copy of the most recent inspection form. We can provide a copy of the 
inspection form if you don’t have one.  

There will be only one property selected from any individual landowner. If you think you may 
have a tree farm with non-contiguous parcels, please let us know at once so we can separate them 
if required. We think we have found them all, but each year we seem to find a missed one or two, 
or a new purchase that needs to be added.  

Of course there is more detail, and we will be happy to answer any questions, but this letter is 
long enough! We look forward to working with you to have a successful audit and show the 
auditors the wonderful work we are all doing on our tree farms.  

Steve, Norm, Wylda
OTFS Certification Working Group Chairs 


