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Trees grow wood to support life
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FAO. 2023. FAOSTAT: Forestry Production and Trade. [Accessed on 15 October 2023]. 
https://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#data/FO. Licence: CC-BY-4.0.

4 billion m3

1.7 trillion bd ft

https://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#data/FO


Wood has many non-
structural uses

Albany Historic Carousel & Museum



But a significant amount is structural

Alison Steele-Myers via Green Building Advisor
Wikimedia Commons



Mass timber is an emerging group of structural 
wood products

Lauren Rennan via Freres Engineered Wood
ThinkWood

.



It can functionally replace 
other structural products 

Lauren Rennan via Freres Engineered Wood
.



Woodworks Market Trends Map

And its popularity is 
growing dramatically



Using wood has many benefits



It enables 
innovative and 
resilient design

Erik Jepsen

Example A: 
Earthquakes



Evan Schmidt

Example B: 
Fire



It benefits rural economies

Crandall, M. S., Resener, L., Charnley, S., Martin, J. V., & Mycek, J. (2025). Shifting industrial geographies of timber production and processing in the Pacific Northwest. Forest Policy and Economics, 181, 103588. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2025.103588

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.forpol.2025.103588


Construction 
can be much 
faster and 
less intrusive



It is beautiful



It is
Sustainable 
in terms of 
renewability and 
carbon storage

Lippke, B., Puettmann, M., & Oneil, E. (2020). Effective Uses of Forest-Derived Products to Reduce Carbon Emissions (CORRIM Technical Note). Consortium for Research on Renewable Industrial Materials.



American Forest Foundation

Especially when the source 
forests are managed for 
multiple values



Tanoak
Notholithocarpus 
densiflorus

Red alder
Alnus rubra

Bigleaf maple
Acer macrophyllum

Myrtlewood
Umbellularia californica

Oregon white oak
Quercus garryana

Madrone
Arbutus menziesii

Oregon Ash
Fraxinus latifolia

Oregon’s hardwood resource 
Washington Native Plant Society

Wikipedia
Travel Oregon



Wood with a story

Unique Woods of the Northwest, Zena Forest Products, The Joinery



Thank you!

victoria.diederichs@oregonstate.edu

www.tallwoodinstitute.org
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